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A LETT ER, &c. 


Dzar Six, 


Cannot leave Shropſhire, Aer giving you _ 
Joy, on your knowledge of Chriſt, and deter- 
mination to live in his ſervice. This connects us 

more cloſely than if we had ſprung immediately 
from the ſame parents: for, in numberleſs in- 
ſtances, own brothers will be ſeparated from each 
other, far as heaven and hell; but all who love 
the Lord Jeſus, ſhall dwell for ever with him. 
Love to him and your ſoul p ts me to lay be- 
fore you a few hints, furniſhed * long ſervice 
in the church of Chriſt, which had I received on 
my entrance into it, they might have Fe 
me from many hurtful miſtakes. ö 
Your Chriſtian calling is a warfare, where no 
ue can be given on either ſide. If you prove 
faithful unto death, angels will receive your de- 


Parting ſoul; eternal glory will be your crown; 


the armies of the ſaved will receive you with tranſ- 
port, as a ſoul ranſomed with that precious blood 
to which they owe their all; and the Redeemer's 


A 2 Pre- : 
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” preſence will be your heaven for evermore. Should 
you forſake his ſervice, or hold ſecret correſpond- 
ence with his foes, you muſt be puniſhed, like 
them, with eternal infamy 1n hell. 

The enemies you have to oppoſe, and conquer, 
will probably be, firſt, your former intimates, 
friends, and neareſt relations, whoſe «polite con- 
verſation, and affection for you, have been ſo 

leaſing ; for, till their judgment of ſin, true re- 
. and man's chief good, are formed from 
ſcripture, as your own now 1s, they muſt both de- 
ſpiſe and hate the way of life in which you muſt 
perſiſt. With theſe oppoſers, your corrupt nature 
will take part; and a ſubtle deſtroyer, long prac- 
tiſed in arts and wiles to compaſs the ruin of im- 
mortal ſouls. In this perilous condition, you have 
joined yourſelf (effectually influenced by his grace) 
to Chriſt, as your leader and commander. Under 
his banner, diligently uſing the means he in ten- 
dereſt love enjoins, you are confidettly to expect 
both protection and victory. 

Theſe means are, ſecret prayer; ſtudy of the 
bible; public worſhip; hearing his -preachers; 
Chriſtian ſociety; and much retirement. ö 

Secret prayer, at ſtated times, was conſtantly 
practiſed by our Lord. At evening (ſays he) 
and morning, and noon-day, will Ecry unto thee, 
and that inſtantly, and thou ſhalt hear my prayer.” 
All his illuſtrious ſaints have done the ſame. In- 
deed, ftated times of prayer, where they can be had, 
are no leſs needful to make the ſoul flouriſn, chan 
ſtated meals to keep the body in health. Wialfully 
to neglect them, is to walk contrary to the exam- 
ple of Chriſt and his ſaints, which can never pro- 
duce reſemblance to them in our life. Vet ſtated 
times of ſecret prayer will grow tireſome, and 
- <q wats unleſs: * take: pains! to pteſent 

*. | yourſelf 


To 


yourſelf aworſhipper before the Lord ia ſpirit, and. 
in truth, by looking up, and begging the Spirit.. 
of grace and ſupplication may be poured out upon 
your ſoul. But when you duly obſerve ſtated. 
times of ſecret prayer, be not caſt down, becauſe . 
you will often find great ſtupidity of mind, and 
know not what to aſk; or becauſe you feel your. 
faith very weak, % backwardneſs to pray, and 
a warm of idle thoughts oppreſſing you. Do not 
on this account leave off your conſtant devotions; 
nor queſtion whether they will profit your ſoul. 
It is much for your good, to feel you have no power. 
to command your own thoughts. It is much for 
your good, that your own experience ſhould con- 
firm what the word of God and his people teach, 
that you are weak and poor, always ſtanding in ab- | 
ſolute need of the mercy of God, the, grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the power * the Holy Ghoſt. 
On the contrary, beware of being elated on ac- 
count of great enlargement of heart, and ſpiritual 
Joy, which you will find ſometimes flow in upon, 
your ſoul. Should this favour lead you.ts think 
highly of yourſelf, careleſſneſs firſt, and then a 
miferable fall, will follow; for ſelf-exalting 
thoughts always defile the ſoul, and grieve the 
Spirit of God; neither can any dependence, as to 
future ſafety, be juſtly built on what has paſſed 
in our-own minds. Witneſs the noble. confeſſi ion 
Peter made of his faith in Chriſt one hour, and the 
aſtoniſhing reprimand he received the next: Get 
thee behind me, Satan; thou art an offence unto. 
me. Theſe ſweet ſenſations of ſpiritual joy real- 
ize to us ſome of the precious promiſes. made to. 
believers i in Chriſt, and are deſigned to allure us, 
not to exeite à conceit of any ching good in our 
ſelyes .. - 
To ſecret; prayer, vou will join ace ſtudy 
& the bible; becauſe it is our infallible guide, 


* and, 


| „ 

and the treaſury of all truth neceſſary to ſalvation. 
But the riches laid up there, are not to be found 
by proud or careleſs minds: none poſſeſs them, 
till they dig for them as for ſilver, longing to 
know the will of God, that they may do it.— To 
ſuperficial readers of the bible, it preſents little 
more than a great number of duties, which muſt 
be performed; and ſins, which muſt be renoun- 
ced; with inſupportable pains, in failure of obe- 
dience; — paſſages of excellent uſe, when believed: 
as they at once rouſe the ſelfiſh ſoul of man to 
ſcek reconciliation with God, and help from hea- 
ven; and ſweep away every refuge of lyes, under 
which love of ſin, leads us to take ſhelter. But 
earneſt and devout readers of their bible diſcover 
much more - they diſcover the tender heart of 
Chriſt; the efficacy of his blood to cleanſe from 
all unrighteouſneſs; and a variety of ſpiritual 
bleſſings, which are the preſent reward of being 
true-hearted in his ſervice. I am at a loſs for 
words to expreſs how much ſolid knowledge, 
transforming your mind into the divine image, 
you will certainly gain by perſevering in diligent 
prayer year after year, for the true interpretation of 
God's bleſſed word, that you may be made wiſe and 
holy. A pattern is plainly ſet before us in theſe 
memorable petitions; may they come from our 
hearts, and ever dwell upon our tongues! © Fam 
a ſtranger upon earth (very foon to leave it, 
therefore its riches and honours cannot profit me) 
O hide not thy commandments from me, which 
will enrich me for ever. Open thou my eyes, that 
I may ſee wondrous things in thy law! Thy hands 
have formed and faſhioned me; O give me under- 
ſtanding, that I may know thy law!” This me- 
thod of reading the bible myſt be continued thro” 
life, eſpecially whilit the capital truths of the = 


6 | 


ble are before our eyes. By this means we have 
an abſolute ſecurity from abuſing any. part. of the 
ward. of God. And thoſe who —— deſpiſe, as if 
they knew enough, perſevering prayer to be taught 
by the Spirit of God what is contained in his holy 4 
word, fall into pernicious errors; wreſt ſome pat- 
ſages of ſcripture, to contradict others; or 1 5 
violently zealous for doctrines, but very cold ref- 
pecting that heavenly mind thoſe doctrines are re- 
vealed tg produce. Our profiting will then only 
appear, When, after the example of David and St. 
Paul, we pray, from deep conviction that we can- 
not be properly affected with what we believe, un- 
leſs we are divinely taught; and that if any man 
thinketh that he knoweth any thing as he ought ta 
know, that man knoweth nothing. 

Secret prayer, and devout ſtudy of the bible,” 
will prepare you to. worſhip in the houſe of God. 
And here, you need beware of a fatal error, cm- 
mon amongſt thoſe who love to hear the goſpel. 
Aſſured from the oracles of God, that preaching 
the goſpel is the appointed means to convert ſin- 
ners, and they knowing they were theirſelves illu- 
minated in this way, not a few diſparage ſhame- 
fully public worſhip; as if all good to thę ſoul 
was to come through the ſpeaker, none from cal- 
ling with one heart and voice ppon che name of 
the Lord in his own houſe. Hence whilſt both i 
miniſter and pegple ſhould be abaſed before God, 
in confeſſion of their vileneſs; ſhould: be pleading, 
in the full aſſurance of faith, the ſacrifice and in- 
— * of Chriſt for pardon; ſhould be earneſt- 
ly imploring more grace, to ſerve the Lord to all 
well-pleaſing; ſhould, with flaming love to all 
mankind, be recommending them to, the tender 
care of our heavenly Father; and be filled with 
40% in returning ardent thanks for the loving- 
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4 
kindneſs of God towards theirſelves and all men; 
whilſt this grand buſineſs is carrying on, a total 
inattention is viſible in many countenances. Their 
entertainment ſeems only to begin when the 
preacher has taken his text! /Groſs ignorance | Im- 
pious indecency! Profeſſed believers, can you 
imagine you ſhall ever receive profit in one means 
of grace, whilſt you pour contempt on another? 


or that, after paſſing through the time @ divine 


worſhip without any exerciſe of repentanCt, love, 
and devotion, you can be in a fit diſpoſition to at- 
tend to the things. which ſhall be delivered from 
the pulpit? Be undeceived; 'tis novelty and cu- 
rioſity by which you are pleaſed, in all the dif- 


courſes you extol. On the contrary, I would have 


you, dear Sir, raiſe your expectations very high, 
of the good you are to receive from firſt praying 
with the congregation, as a child of God by faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, before you hear the paſtors of his 
church. There is a neceſſity for this. It is in- 
tended to prepare and ſoften the ground for re 

ceiving the good ſeed; and to open the heart for 
believing and obeying the truth. Remember, 
though preaching Chriſt is ordained to gather in 
the outcaſts; when gathered, they are to offer up 
prayers and praiſes, interceffions and thankſgiving, 
a pure offering in righteouſneſs. Remember, 
that hearing will very ſoon ceaſe for ever—Spiri- 
tual. worſhip is immortal. Had we therefore our 
choice, whether Paul ſhould preach to us, or call 
us to fall low with him on our knees in prayer, we 
muſt prefer the latter; becauſe every one had 
much rather come into the preſence of his beloved 
ſovereign, to aſk what ke has promiſed to beſtow, 


than hear another extol him ever fo highly. An 


itching ear is a diſeaſe dangerous and epidemical: 
and if hearing has not made us love the houſe of 
| Prayer, 


4 


( 0 1 


prayer, it is hard to conceive it can have done us | 


any good at all. 
You will not miſconſtrue theſe remarks, 2s if 
they inſinuated that preaching Chriſt is not. of the 


utmoſt importance, and what all chriſtians muſ- 


value and attend to. This preaching conquered. 
the bloody-minded perſecutors in Judea, and 


brought thouſands to adore Chriſt crucified... This: 


fas e heathen world; and every church of 
Chriſt Mes its cxiſtence, preſervation, and in- 
creaſe, to the word of life preached. Our Lord 


emphatically warns us againſt falſe prophets, by 


comparing all who expect advantage from their 
preaching, to the fooliſh hope of gathering grapes 
from thorns, or figs from thiſtles. Our Litany 
deprecates almoſt in one breath, as three of the 


greateſt curſes to mankind, peſtilence, rebellion, 
and falſe doctrine. 


Much indeed are we to prize the faithful preach. 7 


ing of the everlaſting goſpel. —lIt is the good ſeed, 
| which, failing upon good ground, the heart, be- 
lieving, brings forth fruit abundantly. Only ho- 
nour equally, in its turn, every ordinance of Gad. 
Eſteem ſpiritual worſhip of him, in his houſe, no 
leſs profitable than the diſpenſing of his holy 
Word. 

To ſecret prayer, ſtudy of the bible” public 
; worſhip, | and hearing the word, you will add the 


ſociety of chriſtians engaged in the ſame warfare / 
as yourſelf. This is commanded by our God, 
and is of great advantage. We are ſocial, by nas. 


ture, and our companions mult be infectious, 1 


deſtitute of faith; or greatly improving, if we. 


make a right choice, Love unfeigned to aur. 
Saviour, muſt give us invincible averſion to the. 


111 


2 upon all his excellency and Precepts. Nor is it 


poſſible, 


| livened converſation of profane peopl 


1 
poſſible, where the duty of men in their buſineſs 


or office does not oblige them to be in company 
with profane and voluptuous men, to conſort with 


them and be guiltleſs. The command is peremp- 


tory : Go from the preſence of a. man, as ſoon as thou 
perceiveſt the wards of wiſdom are not in bim. The 
warning is merciful, and very alarming : A com- 


Panion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. And leſt worldly 


intereſts, or a remaining love far the witty, en- 
ſhould: 
bribe us to believe we may ſometimes Mociate 
with them, and yet receive no harm the ſalutary 
advice is, Be not deceived; evil communications cor- 
rupt good manners. Your ſociety, therefore, muſt 
be with real, not nominal chriſtians, for be that 
cwalketh with wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe. 

But do not expect to find real oliriitlnnk, fuch 
as you may figure them in your own mind, nor 
ſcan their life with a ſevere eye. Judge of your 
fellow ſoldiers by what you know of yourſelf in 
earneſt, as you certainly are. Innate corruptions 
are very ſtubborn: and tho“ beſteged and doomed 
to death, make frequent ſallies. Thard is the con- 
fliet to get the maſtery over a beſetting ſim; and 
ſeldom obtained at once without many falls. Be 
Jealous of the hypocriſy, natural to us all, of paſſ- 
ing a favorable judgment on our own condition, 
faulty as we are; yet condemning others as difſ-, 
ſemblers, for the ſame things we find in ourſelves... 


Alas! the very beſt have abundant cauſe to think: 


theirſelves vile: for it is notorious (whatever ſome- 
may boaſt), that believers in Chrift, one and all, 

are polluted, imperfect, inconſtant—impatient of 
each others infirmities, and ſcarcely able to be at 


peace amongſt themſelves ; though they all expe- 


rience, as they confeſs from day to day, the tender 
| ee 


f BE ) 
compaſſions of their heavenly Father, under all 
their failures. - -- Ns IVE Al e | 

Be not ſtumbled, if you meet with many hollow 
profeſſors, talkative, and full of confidence an. 
account of their ſuppoſed. converſion, and the 

knowledge they have attained in ſpiritual things.. 
So it has been from the beginning. Upright fol- 
lowers of the Lamb are few in every age: you 
may know them by their diſclaiming, with equal 
care, all#ruſt in their own ſpiritual attainments; 
and the baneful abx/e.of imputed righteouſneſs, and 
the election of grace; by their tender fear of of- 
fending God; by their humility and meekneſs, 
their generoſity and compaſſion, and the great 
benefit to be derived from their diſcourſe, full of a 
divine ſavour. With perſons of this excellent ſort, 
cultivate. an intimacy : they will build you up in 
your holy faith; they will eſtabliſh you in every 
good purpoſe. Lou will burn with deſire to be 
like them ; and, upon leaving their company, you 
ber wwe a ſpirit of prayer ſpring up in your 
mind. 6 hd | ir raed) 
But company, beyond a certain meaſure, is of 
bad conſequence. Keeping much retired, and by 
ourſelves, is. moſt profitable for us all. Indeed, 
when our worldly buſineſs is attended to as it 
ought, and ſecret. duties punctually obſerved, 
ahere cannot remain a great deal of time for perſons 


as 


in any ſtation to ſpend in company. And they _ 


who imagine praying at certain ſeaſons, hearing 
the goſpel, and then entering into a ſort of general 
3 about religion and religious people, 
will be ſufficient, are grievouſly miſtaken. Un- 
leſs we love (and contrive as we are able) to be 
much alone, how ean we often and ſolemnly call 
to remembrance the evil of our paſt life, to loath 
ourſelves? - how feel contrition for the follies of 

1 our 


( 121 )) 
our innate depravity? How wich the bleſſed Mary, 
ponder in our hearts the ſayings of our Lord? 
How enter deeply into his agony and death, the 
&of our peace, and eternal life? How weigh 
the value of our ſpiritual privitoges; and the weight 


of the crown of glory laid r for the faithful? 
How feel the ſtrength and multitude of our obli- 
ations to live in exemplary obedience, conſtrained 
by love paſſing knowledge? Though the paſtors 
of *Chrift's church ſpeak on thete ſubjects, 204 they” 
make part of every converſation, ve muſt rumi- 
nate in private upon them, or they will never 
duly impreſs and fill our mind. Therefore the 
moſt diſtinguiſned faints,. before they entered on 
any arduous work for the glory of God, or the 
good of men, did not think their purity of inten- 
tion, or the promiſe of God's Spirit ſufficient, 

without preparing by much retirement. Moſes, 
Elijah, Daniel, the Baptiſt,” and our Lord him 
ſel, teach us, by their practice, the benefit and 
neceſſity of being often and much alone. Great 
and many evils grow in the church, from its paſ- 
tors and people neglecting to copy theſe infallible 
examples. For want of being much alone, popu- 
lar teechers are puffed up thence become con- 
tentious, jealous of thoſe they fear as their rivals 
—diſputers and abuſers of their fellow-ſervants. 
For want of meditation in privacy upon the truthse 
of God, profeſſors of faith in Chriſt arèarrant pha- 
rifees, whilſt they violently oa phariſaiſm; ; 
formaliſts, though they know it not, in the midſt 
of perpetual exclamations againſt for mality ; ; for 
they can talk, without humiliation; of man's total 
corruption, and the ſinfulneſs of ſin; they can 
talk, without gratitude, of redempt' ion by the 
blood of God manifeſt in the fleſſi; and without 
grief, on the hypocriſy- and unbecoming lives ot 


many 


t us ) 
many who make profeſſion of faith in Chriſt. 
Nothing, in their diſcourſe on theſe deeply af+ 
fecting topics, ſtrikes the hearer's mind as coming 
from a broken heart. Tliis profanation of ſacred 
truths, by talking of them with a careleſs, diſſi- 
pated ſpirit, does much hurt. And we ineur guilt, 
like thoſe who take the name of the Lord in vain. 
Yet this muſt be the caſe with us, «unleſs there be 
a due mixture of ſolitude with ſociety, to gird up 
the loins of our minds, and effectually impreſs us 
by much intercourſe with God alone. 
With reſpect to the multitude of 1 ignorant and 
| licentious men, you muſt expect their ridicule 
and cenſure, which by no means ſhould gall or 
irritate your mind. You could not be a ſervant 
of Chriſt, were you approved by them. If ye 
were of the world, the world would dove its own: 
but becauſe ye are not of the world, but Lhave 
choſen ye out of the world, cherefore the world 
hateth you.” The light in your mind is a diſtin- 
ee favour, which you are ever to remember. 
o one can believe there are ſuch things prepared 
for them who love God, as you know, till the eyes 
of their underſtanding are opened, as your's have 
been; and their incomparable excellence felt, as 
It has been in your ſoul. Yet in this caſe, love 
hopeth all things, and endureth all things. Hopeth 
the time will come, when they, who think you 
mad, will worſhip with you in ſpirit and in truth. 
— Mean while, love will enable you meekly to re- 
ceive contemptuous treatment and hard ſpeeches * 
againſt your faith, 70758 conduct, and your friends. 
Be not eager to juſtify yourſelf, nor over-forward 
to make converts by much ſpeaking. An irkſome 
truth becomes more ſo by being unſeaſonably 
urged; Beſides, wordy people are” ſet down as 
loving to Hear themſelves talk; and novices are 
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fellow-ſinners. May we remember each other be- 


\ neſs, till we are for ever with him. 


„„ 
proud to gain proſelytes, before they are eſtabliſh- 
ed theirſelves in the truth, or know their own re- 
ligion. But in victory over pride, anger, and all 
wickedneſs; in ſtedfaſtly obſerving every rule of 
holy living laid down by our Saviour; in courte- 
ous behaviour to all men; in calraly urging the 
word of God, when ſome favourable opportunity 
preſents, of bearing teſtimony to the truth.— In 
theſe things, you cannot exceed. Wait patiently, 
and you will, by ſuch irreproachable and wiſe con- 
duct, ſtop the mouth of prejudice, and win over 
ſome to come forth and live a Chriſtian life, as 
you do. e ee, a3 OR GEO Le 
I wiſh you much of the preſence and peace of 
God in your ſoul; in your practice and tempers, 
much ſteadineſs and love; and a gracious anſwer 
to your prayers for your friends, relations, and 


fore God; beſeeching him, that we may ſtrongly 
recommend his truth and ſervice, by great uſeful - 


From yours, &c. 
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